The eastern Terai covers 620369 hectare area in the southern part of Mechi, Koshi and Sagarmatha zone which comprises 5 districts viz. Jhapa, Sunsari, Morang, Saptari and Siraha. The soil is alluvial, dark grayish to brown in colour with sandy loam to sandy silt in texture. The climate is tropical and sub-tropical and vegetation is predominated by broad leaved, wet monsoonic deciduous forest.
Nepal consists of more than 500 species of ferns and fern-allies. Ferns are generally known as "Unyu/Oony" in Nepali. There are some medicinal ferns, which are regularly exploited both for ayurvedic formulations and traditional healing practices. The different species of ferns are also used as vegetables in rural areas in Nepal.
Literatures on the Nepalese Pteridophytes are not sufficient, except some casual references have been made by earlier workers (Raizada and Vaid, 1952; Tagawa, 1975; Panday, 1962; Shakya, 1965; Iwatsuki, 1988; Shrestha and Gurung, 1985; Gurung, 1991; Subba et al., 2001; Thapa, 2002 
